
 
English/Language Arts 
The Garrett High School English/Language Arts Policy states that a student must pass one level of 
an English/Language Arts class before taking the next level. 
 
English 9  (1002)  [ENG 9] 
Grade: 9  Term Length: 2  Credits: 2 
English 9 concentrates on three main subject areas: writing process, literature, and vocabulary expansion. The 
main focus is the writing process. At this level, all phases of the writing process are taught, practiced, and 
reinforced. Student compositions reflect several modes including research, process, and personal experience. 
English 9 also requires written products which draw on students’ life experiences. Concurrently, students study 
literary devices, main concepts, and interpretation. Students synthesize writing and literature by analyzing 
works such as The Odyssey and Romeo and Juliet. Grammar, mechanics, and style are covered as needed. In 
addition, each student’s personal lexicon increases through vocabulary exercises. Through studying the writing 
process and literature, as well as enhancing vocabulary, students will prepare for English 10 and the English 
10 End of Course Assessment. 
 
English 9a/Language Arts Lab 9a (1002)  [ENG 9] 
Grade: 9  English 9a  Credits: 2,  LA Lab 9a Credits: 2 (English 9a/LA Lab 9a - .5 Credit/.5 Credit each 
term)  Term Length: 4 Prerequisites: Teacher recommendation AND a minimum of a 20-point deficit from 
passing on a state-mandated testing instrument 
The class will cover the same subject areas as the English 9 class only at a slower pace and with additional 
emphasis on practical application of the writing process. English 9a/LA Lab 9a provides an opportunity for 
individualized instruction designed to help students successfully prepare for English 10 and the English 10 
End of Course Assessment. 
 
English 9 Honors  (1002)  [ENG 9] 
Grade: 9  Term Length: 2  Credits: 2 (weighted) Prerequisite: B- average or better in English 8 
English 9 Honors is based upon the same essential curriculum as English 9. However, materials, assignments, 
homework, and products are of a more rigorous nature, reflecting “honors” status. 
 
English 10  (1004)  [ENG 10] 
Grade: 10  Term Length: 2  Credits: 2  Prerequisite: passed both terms of English 9 
This course emphasizes reading, writing and listening skills. Reading skills are implemented throughout the 
course in literature as well as in life application. Emphasis on writing is approached through the writing 
process. Listening skills are utilized to create a better understanding of the importance of communication in 
the workplace and  in the social world. 
 
English 10 Honors  (1004)  [ENG 10] 
Grade: 10  Term Length: 2  Credits: 2 (weighted)  Prerequisite: English 9 Honors with no term grade lower 
than B- (or recommendation of teacher) 
English 10 Honors is an integrated course based on Indiana’s State Academic Standards for English/Language 
Arts for Grade 10. It emphasizes consideration of a variety of literature, as well as increased focus on the 
choice of comprehension and writing strategies. Literature instruction focuses on opportunities to respond 
critically, reflectively, and imaginatively to classic and contemporary works; it also recognizes the relevance 
of this literature in today’s world. Honors English 10 gives students practice in thinking logically to form 
conclusions; in using persuasive devices; in judging an author’s purpose, perspective, and expertise; and in 
interpreting instructions and symbols. Students learn and apply literary and vocabulary terms, with an 
emphasis on utilizing contextual clues. In addition to the study of spelling, mechanics, and standard usage, 
writing instruction focuses upon opportunities to create for various audiences in rhetorical modes including 
argumentation, explanation, narration, and literary analysis. As well, students use productive, technologically 
and socially appropriate delivery techniques and content in oral communication. 
 



English 11  (1006)  [ENG 11] 
Grade: 11 Term Length: 2  Credits:  2  Prerequisite: passed both terms of English 10 
English 11 surveys American literature that might include, but is not limited to, Native American stories as 
well as works of major authors such as Twain, Hawthorne, Lee, and Poe. Course content also aims to develop 
writing skills through varied assignments. The course covers a review of basic grammar as well as techniques 
for improving written and oral language. Students will complete independent extracurricular reading as well. 
 
American Studies–English Honors 11  (1006)  [ENG 11] 
Grade: 11 Term Length: 2 Credits: 2 (weighted)  Prerequisite: English 10 Honors with no term grade lower 
than B- (or recommendation of teacher); Passing score on the ECA English portion or on equivalent state-
approved test 
Held in conjunction with American Studies United States History (Vincennes HIST 139) 
American Studies is a course that combines United States History and Honors English 11.  Since this is an 
honors course with a dual enrollment element, the course study requires depth. Coupled with learning and 
implementing the Indiana English Academic Standards of Reading, Writing, Speaking and Listening, and 
Language, the course is also designed to challenge students to critically read, discuss, study, analyze, and 
synthesize United States History from its initial stages to the present (while incorporating the Indiana United 
States History Standards).  The course will also encourage and expect students to establish original judgments 
through discussions and analytical and persuasive writing based upon the application of past and present 
events, themes, American literature, and concepts as they relate to future political, environmental, and 
diplomatic possibilities.  Furthermore, students will study, analyze, and establish connections between 
American fiction and nonfiction in relationship to the time periods in which they were written or 
associated.  Ultimately, the student will become well versed in United States History,  American literature, and 
English  ***Three college credits for U.S. History can also be earned through the Vincennes University, 
Project EXCEL program (HIST 139). 
 
English 12  (1008)  [ENG 12] 
Grade: 12 Term Length: 2 Credits: 2  Prerequisite: passed both terms of English 11 
This class emphasizes the practical aspects of English and the students’ use of these aspects beyond high 
school. The class concentrates on improving oral and written communication skills. Students review grammar, 
mechanics and usage of Standard English, with frequent writing assignments stressing audience and 
purpose.  Expansion of vocabulary occurs through independent reading, study of word roots and literary terms, 
and use of specific decoding skills such as context clues. Literature focuses on British works and culture, as 
well as their influence on readers today. 
 
English 12 Honors  (1008)  [ENG 12] 
Grade: 12 Term Length: 2 Credits: 2 (weighted)  Prerequisite: American Studies-Eng. 11 with no term grade 
lower than B- AND an overall G.P.A. no lower than B- (the latter is an IU Advance College Project 
entrance requirement) Upon successful completion of W131 and L202, credit is given for English 12 Honors. 
 
Speech  (1076)  [SPEECH] 
Grades: 9-12  Term Length: 1  Credit: 1 
Speech provides the study of and practice in the basic principles and techniques of effective oral 
communication. During this course, students complete different types of oral presentations including 
instructional, demonstration, informative, persuasive, impromptu, and debate. Students learn to use gestures, 
tone, and vocabulary appropriate to the audience and purpose. This course emphasizes research using 
technology, as well as careful organization and preparation. Students also practice and develop critical 
listening skills. 
 
Technical Communication  (1096)  [TECH COMM] 
Grades 9-12  Term Length: 1 Credit: 1 
Concepts taught in Tech Comm focus on the writing process through research, narrative, expository, 
persuasive, and creative approaches. Students taking the course demonstrate a fluent command of vocabulary, 
English language conventions, research and organizational skills, as well as an awareness of audience and the 
purposes of writing and style. The instruction taking place in this course includes team projects, class and 



small group discussions, case studies and scenarios, community-based projects, technology application, and 
business experiences. 
 
Student Publications  (1086)  [STDNT PUB] 
Grade 9-12  Term Length: 2 Credits: 2 
Prerequisites: Strong language skills, a B average or better in previous English courses and/or teacher 
recommendation, and successful completion of application process 
This course provides the study of and practice in gathering and analyzing information, interviewing, and note 
taking for the purposes of writing, editing, publishing for print, marketing, and advertising. Student 
Publications offers practical training in publishing the school yearbook. This course includes instruction and 
practice in effective journalistic writing forms and techniques as well as layout, design, and typography. The 
concepts of responsible and civic journalism are also discussed. Students will also be expected to spend time 
outside of class in a variety of capacities including, but not limited to, covering events by taking pictures, 
conducting interviews, selling advertisements, and promoting publications. This course may be taken for 
successive semesters. This course may be used for Fine Arts credit for the AHD or the THD. 
 
Etymology - SAT/ACT Prep  (1060)  [ETYMOLOGY] 
Grades 11-12  Term Length: 1  Credit: 1  
This course provides instruction in the derivation of English words and word families from their Latin and 
Greek origins. Students study the origins and meanings of English words, including roots, suffixes, prefixes, 
and reasons for language change. The analytic study of word history and semantics is reinforced through a 
written and oral component that involves specific analyses of texts that require etymological sensitivity, for 
example, Renaissance poetry or works in translation. As it enables students to increase their vocabularies, this 
course helps prepare students to perform well on the SAT or ACT. Test-taking strategies for College Board 
exams will also be covered. 
 
Biblical Literature (will be taken in conjunction with Composition--see below)  (1022) [BIBLE LIT] 
Grades: 11-12  Term Length: 1  Credit: 1 (English) 
Biblical Literature, a course based on Indiana's Academic Standards for English Language Arts, is a study of 
the Bible, viewed from a literary standpoint, as a source of a wide variety of literary patterns, themes, and 
conventions. Students examine the different books in relation to the various historical time frames of the books 
and in relation to related literature as it pertains to Biblical themes. Students read, discuss, and write about 
Biblical references (allusions) in both classical and modern literature, formation of a canonical Bible, inclusion 
of apocryphal and heretical writings, oral versus literate transmission of sacred history and doctrine, and 
questions and problems of interpretation. The course incorporates film study as well, as many feature 
presentations are based upon Biblical passages.  
 
Composition (will be taken in conjunction with Biblical Literature- see above)  (1090)  [COMP] 
Grades: 11-12  Term Length: 1  Credit: 1 (English)  Prerequisites: successful completion of English 9, 
English 10, or teacher recommendation 
Composition, a course based on Indiana's Academic Standards for English Language Arts, is a study of and 
application of the rhetorical writing strategies of narration, description, exposition, and persuasion. Using the 
writing process, students demonstrate a command of vocabulary, English language conventions, research and 
organizational skills, an awareness of the audience, the purpose for writing, and style. Students read classic 
and contemporary (Biblical) literature or articles and use appropriate works as models for writing. Students 
write a variety of types of compositions with a focus on fictional narratives, reflective compositions, academic 
essays, and responses to literature. This course fulfills an English Language Arts requirement for the General, 
Core 40, Core 40 with Academic Honors and Core 40 with Technical Honors diplomas. 
 
Film Literature (will be taken with Expository Writing--see below)  (1034)  [FILM LIT] 
Grades: 11-12 Term Length: 1 Credit: 1 
This course investigates relationships between two media, film and literature, through studying works linked 
across the two media by genre, topic, and style.  This course places particular emphasis on themes, history, 
genre and film-making techniques as applied to analysis and interpretation of films as a type of literature. It 
aims to sharpen appreciation of major works of cinema and of literary narrative. Films viewed in class cover a 



wide range of subject material; genres range from musical to suspense to drama and cover a timespan from 
1930 to the present.  Occasionally a film with a MPAA rating of "R" (not suitable for those under the age of 17 
without a parent or guardian) may be shown. Films for class viewing are specifically chosen to illustrate the 
learning goals of this class; alternate selections are not provided. Literature studied may include, but is not 
limited to, The Color Purple, To Kill a Mockingbird, Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone, The Great 
Gatsby, All Quiet on the Western Front, Hamlet, and Lord of the Flies. 
 
Expository Writing (will be taken with Film Literature- see above)  (1094)  [EXPOS WRIT] 
Grades: 11-12 Term Length 1 Credit: 1 
This course, one based on Indiana’s Academic Standards for English/Language Arts, is a study in and an 
application of the various types of informative writing intended for a variety of different audiences. Using the 
writing process, students demonstrate a command of vocabulary, English language conventions, research and 
organizations skills, an awareness of the audience, the purpose for writing, and style. EXPOSITORY 
WRITING PROJECT: Students complete a project, such as an extended essay or report explaining a  main 
idea or thesis, which demonstrates knowledge, application, and writing progress in the Expository Writing 
course content.  
 
Indiana University Advance College Project Courses: 
 
ENG W131 Elementary Composition 
Grade: 12  Term Length: 2  Credit: 2 (weighted)  Prerequisites: B or higher in American Studies or English 
11 AND an overall G.P.A. no lower than B- (the latter is an Indiana University Advance College Project 
entrance requirement) 
The focus of W131 is analytical writing.. Students study the components and processes of composition and 
citation in depth, then complete a variety of the summary, critical, and evaluative writing assignments typically 
used across university disciplines. The credits earned in this course are transferable to virtually any U. S. 
college, usually replacing the freshman composition requirement. Upon successful completion of W131 
and L202, credit is given for English 12 Honors. 
 
ENG L202: Literary Interpretation 
Grade:12  Terms: 2  Credits: 2 (weighted) Prerequisites: B or higher in W131, English 11, or  
American Studies AND an overall G.P.A. no lower than B- (the latter is an Indiana University Advance 
College Project entrance requirement) 
L202 is designed to help students learn how to read, think, and write critically and cogently about college-level 
literature. Students study four genres—poetry, short story, the novel, and drama—to understand how the 
various elements of a work of imaginative literature cohere to impart meaning. A large portion of the course 
focuses on how to write. Students learn how to translate close reading skills into strong critical essays, writing 
three peer-reviewed major papers as well as short assignments (microthemes) and quizzes. The class is heavily 
discussion-based, and vigorous and insightful explorations of the poetry and fiction studied are expected. This 
class meets part or all of the literature requirements of many U.S. universities.  Upon successful 
completion of W131 and L202, credit is given for English 12 Honors. 
 
SPCH S121/P155 Public Speaking 
Grades: 11-12  Term Length: 2  Credits: 2 (weighted)  Prerequisites: B- or higher in English 11, American 
Studies, or English 12 AND an overall G.P.A. no lower than B- (the latter is an Indiana University 
Advance College Project entrance requirement) 
S121/P155 provides a framework for students to understand and practice the power, complexity, and ethics of 
public speaking. Through analysis, creation, and presentation of a wide variety of speeches, those enrolled in 
the course become effective producers and consumers of oral communication. The credits earned in this 
course are transferable to virtually any U. S. college, usually replacing the speech or communications 
requirement.  
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